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On the other hand no minister but Choiseul could
be compared with Pitt. After Walpole's and Pel-
ham's conciliatory attitude, Pitt coming into power
established a warlike intransigent policy; he preach-
ed English supremacy on the Continent and in
the colonies, he preached hatred of the house of
Bourbon, and he roused his country against France
with a harshness, violence and passion hitherto
unknown.

A strong-willed overbearing statesman, he worked
out vast projects, and united countless forces for
the service of a triumphant imperialism.

At the same time Louis XV and his advisers
were suffering from a painful lack of money, which
was paralyzing their schemes; Parliament kept up
a surly but persistent opposition; taxes came in
laboriously; and operations on the continent ab-
sorbed the greater part of their financial resources.

Moreover the war -was unpopular; at Paris and
Versailles defeatists and pamphlet-writers spread
themselves in bitter criticism, harsh accusations
and scandalous stories about generals and ministers;
a dangerous state of mind made room for most
mischievous undercurrents.

Before the declaration of war three hundred
French merchant vessels had been captured by
Admiral Boscawen in November 1755. This
humiliation was wiped out by Galissoniere's
brilliant victory off Minorca, where Byng's fleet
had a bloody defeat.

From 1757 to 1759 the French coasts "were
seriously threatened; the value of a powerful navy